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“Whoever has this world's
goods, and sees his brother in
need, and shuts up his heart
from him, how does the love of
God abide in him? My little
children, let us not love in word
or in tongue, but in deed and in
truth”

(1 John 3:17-18).
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One day, Cindy invited her friend,
Ruth to accompany her to deliver
some groceries for her mom. It was
Ruth's first time to visit in this other
part of the city.

As usual, the streets were busy.
Everyone seemed to be in a hurry,
either going or coming from
somewhere. Groceries and fruits
were displayed for sale in the open,
with little regard for hygiene.




Ruth could hardly believe what she saw. The streets were dirty and
littered with waste spilling out from the garbage cans. The air seemed
choked with the stench of rotten food.




Ruth thought it would be fun coming with
Cindy, but what she saw made her wish she had
stayed back at home instead.

Once and again, she looked over her shoulder
to take a glance at the awful state of the streets,
which housed the poorest and the neglected in
the city.




They walked through the streets, chatting and
sometimes teasing at each other.

“This place looks disgusting,” Ruth remarked
with a frown. “Do people really live here?”

“Of course,” Cindy replied; she saw a little boy
across the street and smiled at him.

“Hey, why's that boy staring at me,” Ruth said.
“Doesn't he know it's rude to stare at people that
way?"

“Come on, Ruth!” Cindy replied. “He's only a
little boy. Besides, he hasn't seen you in this
neighbourhood before.”

“You know him?” Ruth asked.

Cindy chuckled. “Yes, | do, his name is Josh.
Would you like to say hello to him?”

“I possibly can't do that,” Ruth retorted. "I could
be infected with germs if | got too close to him.”

“You shouldn't talk that way as a Christian,
Ruth,” Cindy corrected.

“l know!” Ruth protested. “I'm just being
careful.”
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They walked some distance and got to an
old building that looked abandoned.

“Here we are!” Cindy said with much
excitement. “This is where I'm delivering the
groceries.”

'What! Here? Oh gosh,” said Ruth with
displeasure.

Cindy smiled, “It's not as bad as you think.
The people here are quite nice and warm.”

“You mean, you know the people here,
to0?” Ruth asked.

“Yup! My mom discovered this place some
weeks ago, and saw the folks here didn't
have much to take care of themselves,” Cindy
replied. “Every week she brought food and
clothes to them. So, I'm helping her out this
week, because she had to attend to some
other pressing issues.”







“Let's go in,” Cindy said to Ruth encouragingly.
“You'd love them. They're kind.”

“Love? How could | possibly love the people
I've never met?” Ruth said, still upset with herself
for coming. “It's a huge mistake to have come
with you.”

“Don't say that! You can love anyone,” Cindy
said. “"Remember the story of the Samaritan in
the Bible, who showed kindness to a man he'd
never known.'










Ruth remembered the story Cindy was talking
about. It was taught in her Sunday School few
weeks back.

She could still recall how the wounded man
laid helpless on the road after he was attacked
by thieves.




A priest passed by, but
didn't stop to help him.

A Levite also passed by,
but just like the priest, he
didn't stop to help the
wounded man either.

Then a Samaritan came
by that route too. When he
saw the wounded man he
had compassion on him,
and hurried to his side. He
cleaned his wounds and
wrapped him with a
bandage.







Then he took him to the
inn, and paid the innkeeper
to take care of him.







“Ruth, Ruth, Ruth!” Cindy called out as she waved her hands at
Ruth to get her attention.

“Huh?” Ruth blinked. “Oh! | was thinking about the story of the
good Samaritan.”

“l thought as much,” said Cindy.




“The Samaritan was kind, but | possibly
can't do what he did.”
“Yes, you can!” Cindy replied. “You
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have God's love in you

“l do? How?"” Ruth asked.

“The day you made Jesus Lord of your
life, God's love came into your heart,”
Cindy said. “All you have to do is let it
flow through you to others.”

Ruth's eyes widened as Cindy
continued, “The Bible says, God is love,
and as God's child, you have His nature -
the nature of love.”




“You mean | have God's
love too?"” Ruth asked.

“YES!"” Cindy giggled.
“All you need do is ask the
Holy Spirit to help you
show it, and He will.”




Cindy placed her arm across Ruth's shoulder and
smiled. “Come on, I'd like you to meet these people,”
Cindy said to her friend.

Ruth smiled back at her and said, “Ok.”

She held Cindy's hand tightly, and they walked
to the door.



Cindy knocked on the wooden
door, and almost immediately,
someone answered. As the door
swung open, a plain old lady
with kind eyes appeared at the

doorway.

“Aahh! Cindy!” Ms. Woods
said with a spark on her face,
and gave her a big hug.

“Hello Ms. Woods,"” greeted
Cindy happily. “I came with my
friend, Ruth.”







Ms. Woods held her hands out
to Ruth and said, “I'm glad you
could come with Cindy.”

Ruth didn't move. She stared
at Ms. Woods, not knowing what
to say. Cindy nudged her to
respond.

'Er... thanks,' said Ruth, a bit
hesitant.
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Ms. Woods was excited the children
paid her a visit. She welcomed them
and asked them in.

“Come inside,” she said. “Everyone
will be very delighted to see you.”

Ruth and Cindy stepped in, and Ms.
Woods gently shut the door.
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That day, Ruth and Cindy had a
wonderful time with Ms. Woods
and her family. They ate together
and talked about different things.

Ruth also had a great time
playing with the kids.
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Ruth and Cindy helped Ms. Woods
do the dishes in the kitchen; and also
tidy up the house.
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When they were done, it didn't
matter to Ruth anymore how Ms.
Woods' family looked or where
they lived; she was glad she
could love them, and help out in
her own little way.







It was time for the girls to go home.
They said goodbye to Ms. Woods and
her family.

As they walked home, Ruth was
glad she could let the love of Christ
flow through her. She knew from that
moment on she could love anybody.




“I didn't know | could allow God's love
flow through me to Ms. Woods and her
family,” Ruth said to Cindy, with a smile.

“I'm glad you did,” Cindy replied.
“Jesus wants us to build a happier world
with love.”

“I'm all out for it,” Ruth said excitedly.




The two girls walked home holding each other's hand
singing and humming happily.

“I want to love just like Jesus,” Cindy said excitedly,
“because I'm born of God.”

“I'll let Him help me show His love to others too,”
Ruth added, “because I'm full of His love.”

The two girls giggled and laughed, as they walked

back home.







‘What Q)he Bible Says

Below are some Scripture verses that talk about how to love others. Read
them and memorise them.
(All Bible verses are from the New King James Version except where another
version is indicated.)

1. “.. the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5: 5).
2. “Let all that you do be done with love” (1 Corinthians 16:14).

3. “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7).

4. “Most important of all, you must sincerely love each other...” (1
Peter 4:8 CEV).

5. “...love one another as | have loved you” (John 15:12)

6. “But | tell you to love your enemies and pray for anyone who

mistreats you” (Matthew 5:44 CEV).

7. “Children, you show love for others by truly helping them, and not
merely by talking about it” (1 John 3:18 CEV)



A Yesson Fror You

God wants you to show love to everyone you meet. He wants you to care for
other people without expecting anything in return. And there are different
ways to do so:

You could share your meal with someone who has nothing to eat.
* You could give one or two of your nice clothes to someone in need of them.
* You could pray for a sick friend.

* You could become friends with the boy or girl in your class who is too shy to
play with others.

* You could visit the elderly at the 'old people's home'.
* Get a gift for someone on his or her birthday.

* Say some nice words to someone who's discouraged.
These are just a few ways to show love to others; there are lots more.
What you need to do is to talk with the Holy Spirit, and ask Him to guide you.

And He sure will!



Children can live
victoriously every day once
they know what they’ve got

inside them. Help them
discover who they really
are in Christ with these
interesting story books from
the
“I Know Who I Am
Collection”, and watch them
grow to become who God
intended them to be.
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