Production Script & Shoot Guide – Say Yes To Kids (School of the Deaf, Cape Town)
1. Opening Sequence
· Wide shots / establishing shots
· Outside the school: gates, signage, children walking in, and teachers welcoming.
· Capture Cape Town backdrop (skyline, neighbourhood, mountain in distance if visible).
· Mood: Gentle, warm, hopeful.
· Style: Smooth, slow pans, and steady shots. Use tripod or gimbal for clean motion.
🎧 Audio: Ambient sounds of children’s chatter & laughter. Underlay soft instrumental during edit.

2. Children Receiving Materials
· Medium shots: Volunteers handing out Rhapsody of Realities for Kids & “I Know Who I Am” series books.
· Close-ups:
· Small hands holding the books.
· Book covers (I Am Beautiful, I Am Special, I Am Bold).
· A child smiling as they flip through pages.
· Cutaways: Kids signing to one another, showing joy & excitement.
· Mood: Joyful, tender.
Note: Get at least 3–5 children reacting naturally to receiving their books.

3. Teacher Interview
· Setup:
· Quiet classroom corner with books stacked on desk.
· Frame: Medium shot (waist up), blurred children reading in background.
· Light: Soft, natural window light if possible.
· Questions (to guide them):
2. How do you feel about today’s visit?
2. What does it mean for your learners to receive these books?
2. How do you see this making a difference in their lives?
· Tip: Record room tone for clean audio.

4. Child Interview
· Setup:
· Child sitting with their book.
· Frame: Medium close-up (chest up), subtitles will be used.
· Method:
· If the child signs, record natural signing. Get a clean take of their signing.
· Then ask for a simple sentence (interpreted by teacher if needed).
· Example Q’s:
3. Which book do you have?
3. What do you love about it?
3. What have you learned about yourself?

· Mood: Honest, pure, heartwarming.

5. B-roll / Supporting Visuals
· Children reading together, flipping pages, laughing.
· Volunteers interacting with learners.
· Teachers guiding kids with books.
· Group shot: Class holding books up high, smiling.
· Hand signing “Jesus loves you” (if possible, record a child or teacher).
· Wide shots of the classroom to showcase inclusivity and atmosphere.
🎥 Tip: Always get multiple angles — wide, medium, close-up. The editor will thank you.

6. Montage Closing Shots
· Drone / wide pull-away of the school (children waving books).
· Children waving and smiling in slow motion.
· Capture symbolic moments: child hugging their book, volunteers praying over the class (if done).
🎧 Audio: Record ambient sounds (kids clapping, signing, laughter). Add music in post.

7. Technical Notes
· Sound:
· Use lapel mic for teacher interview.
· For children: rely on clean ambient + interpreter voiceover later.
· Record 30s of silence for noise reduction.
· Visuals:
· Avoid shaky cam — use gimbal/tripod.
· Overexpose slightly indoors to brighten children’s faces.
· Keep natural colors (avoid harsh filters).
· Length Goal: Enough footage for a 5-minute edit (aim for 1 hr of raw footage).

  Priority checklist for team:
· Establishing school shot.
· Distribution of books (wide + close-up).
· Teacher interview.
· At least one child interview (signed + subtitled).
· Group joyful shots (kids + books).
· Closing drone/wide shot of school.

